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PALM CENTER STATEMENT ON HOUSE REPUBLICAN INTERFERENCE WITH 'DON'TASK,
DON'T TELL' REPEAL

LOS ANGELES, CA -- May 10, 2010 -- The following statement about House Republicans' efforts to
intervene in the "don't ask, don't tell" repeal process can be attributed to Palm Center Director Aaron
Belkin:

"The full House Armed Services Committee is scheduled to mark up this year's Defense
Authorization bill on Wednesday. House Republicans oppose the repeal of 'don't ask, don't tell,’
as well as the recent Navy statement allowing chaplains to determine what religious ceremonies
they will or will not perform.

"The Navy's position is prudent. It anticipates requests that chaplains may receive in states that
have extended marriage to same-sex couples and leaves the judgment of what to do in the hands
of chaplains.

"Republican opposition is not about doing what's best for the military. It is the Navy's, and not
the House Republicans', policy that shows deference to the religious beliefs of the clergy."
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The Palm Center, a part of the Williams Institute of the University of California, Los Angeles, is committed to
sponsoring state-of-the-art scholarship to enhance the quality of public dialogue about critical and controversial
issues of the day. For the past decade, the Palm Center’s research on sexual minorities in the military has been
published in leading social scientific journals. The Palm Center seeks to be a resource for university-aftiliated as
well as independent scholars, students, journalists, opinion leaders, and members of the public. For more
information, see www.palmcenter.org.

Williams Institute * University of California Los Angeles, School of Law ¢ Box 951476, LA, CA 90095-1476

» www.palmcenter.org *



http://www.palmcenter.org/
mailto:cathy@rennacommunications.com
http://www.palmcenter.org/

